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WallowaBoysJoinHospitalCorps 
LeaveWednesdayforVancouver

L
ongbeforethreeo’clockyesterdayafternoonthepeoplebegantocongregateonMainStreetandatthe 

stationtobidgoodbyetoour29boyswhohavevolunteeredtheirservicestothecountry’scallinthecrisisof

thepresentwarwithGermany.Atthreeo’clocktheWallowaBandplayedafewsnappyselectionsonthecorner

ofMainandStorieStreets.Andthenwithmartialmusic,marchedtothestationwithatleast500peoplefalling

inline.Atthestationthebandplayedthenationalairs.Afterafewselections,Rev.Mr.Boquewasintroducedby

MayorH.K.O’Brienandmadeashortpatrioticaddresstothesoldierboyswhowerewaitingfortheoutgoing

traintodepart.Hetoldthemoftheirduties

andthepatriotismtotheircountryandflag,

thatthiscountryenteredthewarforhumanity,

andwhenitisoveritwillmeantheoverthrow

ofautocracyandmilitarisminGermany.

Thecorps,organizedhereandatJoseph

byDr.VerdoGregory,willenterthehospital

divisionof theArmy—at least, that iswhat

theysignedupfor.Beforeleavingsomeofthem

maybetransferredtootherdepartmentsinthe

serviceaftertheyaremusteredintotheservice

atVancouverBarracksontheirarrival.Much

creditisduetoDr.Gregoryforhisuntiring

effortsinsecuringsuchafinelotofyoungmen

ashesentoutyesterday.Therewerefully1500

peopleatthestationtobidtheboysgoodbye

andGodspeed.Allthebusinesshousesand

theNibleyMimnaughmillclosedfromthree

untilfourtogiveeveryoneachancetoshow

hispatriotismandbidtheboysgoodbye.

WallowavolunteersfortheHospitalCorpsinWorldWarI.Lefttoright,
back row:OrellPoole,RalphCouch,BruceBrace,VirgilCoverstone,
VernonHammack,MelvinBue;middle row:DonaldMcDaniel,Ray
Hendricks,RossHood,JimPlass,EugeneAlford;frontrow,sitting:Harold
Soden,CharlesThompson,HeberGreer,LawrenceSouthwick.
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Letters from men serving in Europe were published every week in TheWallowa Sun. Excerpts from some of those letters follow.

DearGrady,

Theycantalkabouttheirseavoyagesthatwantto,butIamthrough.Iwanttotakeonemoretripagain,

backtothegoodoldU.S.andwhenIgetthere,Iamgoingtostay.IfIeverdoanytraveling,itwillbe“see

Americafirst.”Well,thisisastrangecountryIamin,everythingisdifferentfromwhatisinthestates.

ThingsaremorereasonableinpricethanIexpected.Ofcoursesomethingsarescarceandsomethingsyou

cannotgetatall.Everythingwithsugarishigh,andsugarcanonlybeboughtwithacard.Barchocolateis

theonlyformofcandywecanbuy.Itisreasonableandgood,too.Wecanbuyabrownbreadfor20cents

alargeloafandmoreforthemoneythanyoucangetinthestates.Tobaccoisourstumblingblock.Weall

tryFrenchtobaccoonce,andonlyonce.Andatthatwecanonlybuyonepackageatatime.

Iwouldliketohearfromyousoon,forI’lltellyou,lettersaregreatlyappreciatedoverhere.

H.BPurcell,March4,1918

DearOnesatHome,

SeveralboyswhohadstudiedEnglishinschoolwantedtoshowusaroundtownandofcoursewewereinfor

it.Wesawallthetownandthenhadarealtreat.Wewentthroughapalace.Theboyswereverygoodinterpreters.

Wesawandunderstoodeverything.Thepalacewasstartedinthe11thcentury,

andinaraidoftheRomans21meterswasdestroyedanditwasrebuilt.The

BlackPrincewasimprisonedtherebyJohntheGood.Thereisabigroomwhich

wasusedbyJoanofArc.Itwasdecoratedwithfleur-de-lis.

Theresureisalotofhistoryconnectedwiththiscountry.Fromourbarracks

wecanseethebuildingwhereNapoleonraisedhisfirstarmy.Everywhereare

oldstonewallscrumblingdownandhistoricbuildings.Thistownisaregular

Frenchtown,cobbledstonedstreetshardlyroomfortwooftheirbigwheeled

cartstopasseachotherandthesidewalksareregulation(twofeetwide).The

towniscutupbythelongwindingstreets.Itisimpossibletowalkaroundthe

block.Youstartdownonestreetexpectingtolandupatsomeplaceandthe

firstthingyouknowyouareattheotherendoftown.Every-otherstoreisa

wineshop,andwhatsurprisesmeisthatauniformedmanisnotbarredfrom

them.Idon’tbelievetheyhavehalfthetroubleherealongthislinethatthey

haveinthestateswhereheisbarred.

OrellPoole,March15,1918

DearMother,FatherandAll,

Receivedawholebunchoflettersfromhomeyesterday,sowillanswerthemtonight.Someofthem

werewritteninAugustandjustgothere.Guesstheymusthavebeenheldupsomewherebutseemedgood

anyway.AmstillCorpoftheU.S.Guards.Itisaveryeasyjob.SheenieA.isoneoftheguardsnow,and

TubbyRichardandCouchareonoutsidepolicework.SodenworksinthehospitalandShrimpH.inthe

messhall.HaroldS.gotabigboxfromhisAuntinOhiotonightanditsurehadalotofgoodstuffinit.

Iamgoingtotakeout$10,000insurancetomorrowinyourname.Thinkitwillonlycostmeaboutsix

dollarsamonth.

Asever,yourlovingson,

LawrenceSouthwick,April18,1918

OrellPooleinFrance,1918
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D .McLean of theMcLean Theatre 

wishestheparentsandfriendsofour

soldierboyswhohaveenlistedfromWallowa

andvicinitytoloanhimapicturesothathe

mayhaveaslidemadeofthem.Hedesires

tothrowpicturesofoursoldierboysonthe

screenon Saturdaynights. Last Saturday

night the pictures ofHughDougherty,

HenryMurphyandRossHoodwereshown

on the screen, and itwas severalminutes

beforetheapplausesubsided.Mr.McLean

intendsflashingthreepicturesoftheboys

each Saturday evening if he can get the

photosontimetohavetheslidesmade.

– The Wallowa Sun(April18,1918)

InFrance,troopsfromWallowasmokecigarssentfromhome.

Grouse

NoregionofWallowaCountyexceeds inproductivenessandpossibilities thatcalledGrouse,which 

nametotherestofthecountymeansGrouseprecinct,buttothepeoplelivingourtheretheprecinctincludes

ahalf-dozendistinctcommunities,suchasGrouse,Bartlett,Moore’sFlat,Troy,DryCreek,andEden.

Allthedistrictsaremuchalikein

general,thoughdifferingessentially

in details. For instance, Bartlett

is on a high plateau, where the

summernightsarecoolandwinter

ismarkedbydeepsnow.Itisagrain

region,whileTroyproperconsistsof

“bars”orflatsinthenarrowvalleys

of the Grande Ronde and Little

Salmon rivers,withmildwinters

andlonghotsummers.Betweenthe

two rise the terraced bluffs, each

terraceabigbenchcontainingmaybe

thousandsofacresofthemostfertile

land, water gushing forth from

numeroussprings,theclimatemild

andequable,nottoocoldinwinter

orhotinsummer,andwhereeveryproductofthetemperatezone,especiallyapples,cherries,peaches,

plums,prunes,smallfruits,tomatoesandallgardenproduce,wheat,cornandbarleygrowtoperfection.

– The Wallowa County Chieftain(undated,1913)

SchoolhouseatGrouse
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FAIRVIEW SCHOOL

One of the oldest school buildings in

the extremenorth endof the county is

Fairview,onabenchabovetheGrandeRonde

River;MissMyrtleEdwardsistheteacherthis

term.Gettingthechildrentoschoolisoneofthe

greatproblemsinremotedistrictsofthiscounty

ofhillsandcanyons.Inmanydistricts,families

livethreetosixmilesfromaschoolhouse,and

notinfrequentlyfenceshavetobeopenedand

closedontheroad.

Atanyseasonthisisbad;inwinterwhenthe

snowisdeep,itisapracticalimpossibilityfor

smallchildrentomakethetripeachday.

–The Wallowa County Chieftain(November26,1914)

FairviewSchool


