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TheSheepHerdsandTheirBasqueHerdersonBearCreek
ByJackGoebel

Author’snote:IamwritingwhatIrecallfrom72yearsago,andallmistakesorerrorsoffactsareentirelymine,butjustasI
rememberthem.Also,ImetanumberofBasquementhroughtheyears,andIamsurethatIwillspellalltheirnamesincorrectly,
butIwillwritethemasIheardthemandrememberedthematthattime.

PartI

WhenIwastwelveyearsold,IhadtheprivilegeofgoingintothehighWallowaMountainstoworkwiththe
BasqueownersoftheCherryCreekSheepCompany.Iworkedthatsummerandthefollowingthreesummers

inthevicinityoftheStandleyGuardStation.
IcanrecalltherebeingelevenbandsofsheepinBearCreek,althoughIwastoldtheallotmentsleftroomforatotal

offourteenbands.IrecalltheIrishmen,theDonahues,hadtwobandsinLittleBearCreek.MyUncleJohnGoebel
wascamptenderforRayJohnson’sbandinGoatCreek.JayDobbinhadfourbandsinupperBearCreekandthe
BasquesgrazedthreebandsonStandleyRidgebetweenBearCreekandtheMinamRiver.
ItallstartedoneJulydayinthesummerof1945.AmancameridinganicebayhorseuptheBearCreekroad,

andIjusthappenedtobestandinginourfrontyard.Hestoppedtosayhelloastravelersalwaysdidinthosedays.
Mymothercameouttogreethim.Hewasamanweallknewandlikedverymuch.Wecalledhim“Silver,”buthis
namereallywasSebrinaEgana.Heexplainedthatbecausemostworkingmenwereawayatwarin1945,theyhad
difficultyhiringhelp,especiallypart-timelabor,andheneededsomepart-timehelpupatStandleyuntilthelambs
wereshippedinearlySeptember.BecauseIwasasix-foottallfarmkid,hethoughtIwouldfitthebill.Schooldidn’t

startforsixweeks,somymothersaidthatIwaswelcometogo.
SoIrolledupasleepingbagandtieditbehindhissaddle,and
weheadedforhiscampatStandley,eighteenmilesupthetrail
fromourranch.HewasridinghishorseandIwalkedbehind,
anditneveroccurredtome(untillater)thatthesleepingbag
wasallthatIhadforthenextsixweeks.Notevenanextrapair
ofsocks!Canyouimagineamothertodaysendingatwelve-year-
oldboyeighteenmilesfromaroad,backintothemountainsfor
sixweekswithonlyabedroll?
Wearrivedattheguardstationinlateafternoon,andSilver

showedmearound.Itwas,ofcourse,allnewtome,butitwas
asmall,verysmall,communitythatservedasheadquartersfor
theSheepCompanyforfivemonthseverysummer.Therealso
wasathirty-two-foot-talllookouttowerontheridgeabove,
overlookingbothBearCreekandtheMinamdrainages.The
populationofStandleywastwountilSilverandIgotthere,Sebrina“Silver”Egana



makingitfour.Thelookouttowerwasoccupied
byaU.S.ForestServicemannamedErnieCray,
areallynicefellowwhoinstantlybecamemy
friend.Theothercitizenwasthecamptender,
Mr.MackMatheney.Hewas gone almost
everyday,tendingtothethreesheepcamps.
TherewereonlythreestructuresatStandley:
thetower,asmall8x10logcabinweusedfor
storageofsupplies,andtheStandleyGuard
Station.Thesuppliesstoredthereweremany
fifty-poundsacksof saltandonebarrelof
grain.Thesaltwasfedregularlytothesheep,
butthegrainwasapparentlyasupplementfor
thehorsesandmules.
Theactualguardstationwasafairlylarge,

single-roomlogcabinbuiltofgood-sizedlogs.
Wehadakeytoitbutonlyuseditforthetelephoneifneeded.Yes,therewasatelephonewirestrungonthetrees
allthewayfromtherangerstationinWallowauptotheStandleycabin.Italsowasconnectedtothelookouttower
andtoasistertowertwelvemilesawaytotheeastonHuckleberryMountain.OnesmalltentsetupnearStandley
SpringwaswhereSilverlived.ThenearbyspringwastheheadwatersofDeerCreekthatrunsdownBigCanyon,and
itiswonderful,ice-cold,sweetwater.Silverhadabedmadeofpoles.
Inthetent,whichheldthesmallwood-burningcampstove,thefurniturewasthesameasineverysheepcamp.It

wasthepackboxesoffthepackmules,turnedontheirsidesasshelveswiththeirtopsopenedassmalltables.Theopen
boxesservedasshelvescontainingallthesupplies,andtheirtopsservedascountertops.Inthosewerecannedmilk
(condensed),bakingpowder,bakingsoda,salt,pepper,flour,jarsofstrawberryjam,LogCabinsyrup,adishofbutter,
abigslabofbacon,chilitepines,matches,andallotherthingsnecessaryforlivinginatentformonthsatatime.
Oppositethispantry,onthewestsideofourtent,wasasmalltableholdingabucketofcoldspringwater.Underneath

thatwasasackofonions,asackofpotatoes,andTony’saccordion.Silver’sbunkwastheentiresouthendofthetent.
ThefirstyearIhadmysleepingbagunderthecool,drylimbsofahugetreejustuphillalittlefromthetent.Uponthat
treewasanopenappleboxnailedabouthead
high.Ourrefrigerator!Itcontaineddozensof
eggsandpoundsofbutter.Withthefirsttrip
ineachspring,onemulewouldbeloadedwith
acaseofeggs,sackofspuds,sackofonions,
andabigsackofporkrindsforthesheepdogs.
Theywerethe“squeezings”afterthelardwas
squeezedoutofporkfat.
Weatealmosttheidenticalmealseachand

everyday.Ontopofthepackboxessatastone
crock,aboutahalf-galloninsize.Everytent
orcamphadone.Thecooktookthelidoff
thealmost-fullcrockofsourdoughandtested
toseeifitwastoothickforpancakes.Itoften
was,andacupofcoldwaterwasthenaddedto
bringthedoughalmosttothetopsoitwaseasy
topour.Silveralwaysaddedapinchofbaking
soda,sayingthatthesourdoughwastoosour
as-is.Thenhepouredthesourdoughintoone
ofthetwoeight-inchfryingpansheatingonthe
smallwoodstove.Longbeforethis,thecoffee

StandleyGuardStation



pothadboiled,andeveryonehadacupwithsomecondensedmilk.
Theotherpanwasfilledwithstripsofbaconcutfromthebigslab.As
soonasthefirstpancakecameout,afeweggswerebrokenintothepan.
Soeveryoneatethesamemealeverymorning—friedeggs,bacon,and
pancakeswithlotsofbutterandLogCabinsyrup.
Supperwasalwaysthesame,butthesourdoughwasleftalittlethicker,

andadozenhotbiscuitscameoutofthesmalloveninthewoodcamp
stove.Wehadlotsofcoffeeandwespreadthebiscuitswithlotsofbutter
andstrawberryjam.Theonlymeatusuallyavailablewasthebacon,but
itseemedthatquiteoftensomethingfreshturnedup.
OnedayItookaRoyalCoachmanflyonashortstickandhiked

downstreamalongDeerCreekfromthecutting-outcorrals.Bynoon
Ihadasaltsackfullofspottedmountaintrout,allIwantedtocarry
backtocamp.Anothertime,thelookoutfireguardhadasingle-shot
Remington.22andshowedmethetraildownhillbetweenBlackCanyon
andCougarRidge.Amilewalkanyeveningputseveralnicebunches
ofbluegrousesittingonlimbsjustoverhead.Twoshotstooktheheads

offtwo,oneforcampandonefortheloanoftherifle.Ialsowastoldthatoncesomeonehadshotasmall,fat,buck
deeranddivideditamongthefourcamps,andwithinaweekitwasgone.Freshmeatwasatreat.
Everylunch,ifwehadone,wehadleftoverbiscuitswithbutterandjam,coldbaconandcoffee.
OnetimeTonyvisitedourcampveryearlyinthemorningandputatwo-gallonpotofwateronthestovetoboil.

Hestartedastewwithlotsofspuds,onions,andmeatscrapsfromasmalldeer.Itwashotandspicywithchilitepines,
butitmadeseverallunchesandsuppersforus.
InthefoursummersthatIspentwiththesheep,Ionlysawthembutcheronesheep.Maybetheydidn’tlikemutton.

Butthethirdsummerwehadtwobandsinthebigcorralsatthecutting-outplace.OneeveningIsawGusandTony
leadareallybigwether,maybesixormoreyearsold,fromoneofthecorralsandovertoatree,wheretheyshotit.
Iwatchedthemdressandskinitandhangitfromacrosspolebetweentwotrees.Itlookedlikereallynice,clean,
freshmeat.IwentbacktoStandleycampthatnight,andIsupposetheherdersandcamptendersatethemeat.

Handyman Jack and Working Dogs

Wehadtwelvedogstotal,allsheepdogs.Theadultswerewell-trainedandworkedhard.Inthenexttwoyears
wehadtwohoundswithwhichtochasecougar.Eachbandorcamphadthreewell-traineddogs,andwehad

threeatbase.Ourthreewereaniceblueandwhitemotherandhertwopuppies.Thepupswentwiththeirmother
andtriedtodoasshedid,learningtheirtradeforlife.Theywereaboutafootlongandlookedlikeblueandwhite
loavesofbread.Theyspentalldayrunning,
playing,andthensleeping.Ihadtohidemy
socksinmyshoesatnightorelsewakeupto
findtheminatug-of-warbetweentwopups.
Silverdidnotherdexcepttorelieveaherder.

Hewassortofamanagerandkepteverything
running.OncehetookmedownCougarRidge
tocutadozenlong,straightlodgepolestopatch
thecorral,andaneight-inchposttorepair
thehitchingpost.Herodehishorse,Irode
OldSweetheartthemule,andwepackedOld
Pete.UsingaDeckersaddle,wetiedoneend
oftwelvepoles,sixoneachsideofthesaddle,
andlettheotherenddrag.Theyweretwelve-
tosixteen-feetlong,andOldPetedidn’tcare
abit;hejustwalkedalong.

Jackwithhisborrowed.22grouserifle

Intheearly20thcentury,morethanaquarter-millionsheepgrazed
thefoothills,basins,andridgesofthehighWallowaMountains.



Afterrepairingallthebrokencorralpoles
andanewhitchingpost,SilverandIwentfor
firewood.Thesmallwoodstoveinthetentthat
didourcookingsatinthenorthwestcornerof
Silver’stent,andoutfrontwasasawbuckfor
sawingwoodintoblocksabouttwelveinches
long.Standleyisessentiallyabovetimberline
at7,400feet,sowehadtogonorthacouple
ofmilesforanytreesbigenoughforfirewood.
Wefelledseveraldeadtreesandcuttheminto
blocksaboutthree-feetlong.Wethenplaced
fourblocksoneachmule,twoonasidefor
balance,andwentbacktocamp.WhenIwas
notneededforanythingelse,Iwouldputoneof
theseblocksonthesawbuckandcutofftwelve-
inchblocksfromitandthensplitthemsmall
soastofitthestove.

Asyoucansee,Iwasbusyeverydayaslongastherewasdaylight.OnceaweekIcookedthedogfood.Wehad
asteelfive-gallonbucket(therewerenotanyoftoday’splasticbuckets).Iputabouttwogallonsofspringwaterin
thebucketandputitonthestovewithagoodfire.ThenIfoundthelargefifty-poundblockofporkcracklingsand
usedtheaxefromthewoodpiletochopoffabigchunk.Thiswastossedintothebucketand,asitheated,Istirred
itintoathickmush.Setoutbythetent,thiswasrichandtastydogfoodforthehard-workingdogs.
Wealsohadaboutsixhorsesandfifteenmules.Somemulesweseldomusedandotherswepackedeachweek.The

camptenderwouldrideahorseandaboutthreeorfourmulesovertoabandandloaduptheherder’scamponto
themules.Theherderwouldhaveputawayallofhisfoodintothepackboxesandrolledhisbed,sothetenderonly
hadtotakedownthetent.Theherderandbandwouldalreadybehalfwayintothenextbasinorgrazingarea.The
tenderknewexactlywherethespringwasandthesiteforthetent.Hewouldfindtheoldtentpoles,setupthetent,
depositthepackboxesandmaybecollectsomelimbsforfirewood.Themuleswereseldomshodinthesummer
mountainsbutwerealwaysshodinwinter.

Rifles of the Sheep Men

T
hecompanyprovidedriflesandammunitiontotheherdersjustastheydidmules,saddles,tents,andother
necessaryequipment.Eventhoughtheherdersallcarriedrifles,theyalmostnevershotanygame.Longbefore

thefirstsummerendedIhadsurveyedeverygunontheridgeandwhoownedandshotit.MackMatheneyhada
Winchestermodel94incaliber.25-35.ItwastheonlyWinchesterIeversawinthecompany.Manypreferredthe
pump-actionRemingtonModel14.IrecallSilveralwayscarrieda.30Remington,Tonyhada.35Remington,and
IthinkGushada.30Remington.IknowTonyalsohadaleveractionMarlin.22longrifleforgrouse.
ThelastyearIwastherewehadanewherder,Mr.RaymondLazarica.HewasagreatguyandIlovedtogotohis

tentandvisit.ThefirsttimeIwasreallyimpressedbecausehangingfromtheextendedtentpolewasaModel99
Savage.InthetenthehadaModel14Remington.Hetoldmeheusuallyhadatleastthreerifleswithhim,andthat
theRemingtonmodel14wasafavoritebecauseitfitasaddlescabbardsosmoothly.

The Sheep and the Herders

S
ilverexplainedtomethattheyhadthreebandsofsheepthatbelongedtotheCherryCreekSheepCompany.He
gavemethehistory.SilverhadcometotheU.S.about1916tolivewithandworkwithrelativesinNevada.He

saidthatGus,Tony,andRaymondhadcomelater,maybefrom1918to1924,andtheyhadunclesandotherrelatives
whoraisedcattleandsheepinNevada.SilvertoldmetheyallhadcomefromthesamehomelandinAndorra,a
countryinthemountainsbetweenFranceandSpain.TherewerethreebandsoutgrazingwhenIgottoStandley,
andSilvertoldmethatthefirstbandonBearCreekwasherdedbyGus,whosefullnamewasAugustovMalaxa

BasquecamptendersinWallowaCounty



Itcheberia.ThesecondherdwassixmilessouthofusinSturgillBasinandherdedbyRaymondLazarica.Thethird
band,alittlenorth,wasunderthecareofTony,whoserealnamewasAntonioMartiartu.Thespellingsaretheway
theysoundedtoatwelve-year-old.
Theseherdersgottogetheroccasionallytotalkbusiness.ForseveralyearsIthoughttheywerespeakingSpanish,

butthenIfoundtheywerespeakingBasque,althoughtheycouldspeakSpanish,andIwastoldthattherewere
SpanishBasquesandFrenchBasques.ThelatterspokeFrench.
Silversaidabout1918theyhiredonwithJayDobbinandGuyHuffman,whoownedtheDobbin-HuffmanSheep

Company.JayDobbinwasafriendofmygranddad,PeteGoebel.Theyherdedsheepforthecompanyforabouta
dozenyears,andthentheGreatDepressionhittheU.S.Thesheepherderswerenotabandonedbecausethecompany
stillprovidedthemhorses,tents,rifles,andallthefoodnecessarytocampwiththesheep.Thelifeofasheepherder
inthe1930swasprobablybetterthanthelifeofacollegeprofessor.Inthosedays,agoodjobpaidahundreddollars
permonth,ifyoucouldfindone.Therewas25percentunemployment.Buttheherderlivedinhistentwiththe
sheep,andallsupplieswereprovided.Hisexpenseswerehistobacco,anewpairofshoeseachyear,andmaybeanew
shirt.Oneofthemoncetoldmehecouldbank1,000dollarsperyearinsavings.Fewteacherscoulddothat.
Thebigcrunchcameafter1930whenthecompanycouldnolongerpaywages.Theherderswerestillprovided

thenecessarysuppliestomaintaintheherdsbutwerereceivingnosalary,possiblyforyears.Inlisteningtothemtell
thisstory,Icouldsensesomelingeringanimositytowardsthecompanyevenaftertenyears.Sosometimearound
1933or1934,giveortake,Mr.JayDobbinmadetheBasqueherdersanoffer.Heowned629deededacresonCherry
Creekwithalogcabinandahaybarn.Noroadtoit,buttheDobbin-Huffmansheephadbeenwinteringtherefor
years.Hewantedtodivideupthesheepintofourbands.Hewoulddeedthe629acrehomeranchtoSilver,Gus.
andTony.Alongwiththathewouldgivethemtwobandsofsheep,thenecessaryhorsesandmules.andallofthe
equipmentthatwasneeded.TheyacceptedhisofferwiththeresultthatwhenIgottothesummerrangeonthe
BearCreek-MinamRiverridgetenyearslater,therewerefourbandsofJayDobbin’ssheepinBearCreek,andthree
bandsofCherryCreeksheepontheMinamsideandontheBearCreekridgetop.
BecausetheBasquesandDobbinandothersweregrazingtheirsheepontheNationalForest,theywereassigned

aspecificallotmentofgrazing.Eachownerkepthissheeponhisallotment,keptthemonspecificbedgroundsand
hadcertainplacestosaltthem.Theyhadtopayafeeforthegrazing.Itmightbesomethinglikesevencentsper
dayforeachsheep,thoughI’mguessingatthatfigure.Eachbandwasaround1,100adultsheep.TheForestService
putalimitofabout1,200inanyoneband,andtheownersthemselvestriedtokeepatleast1,000.However,with
thelambstheremaybeanother1,500.IfyoutookthemontotheNationalForestfromprivatelandaboutmid-June
untilaboutOctober,youmighthaveahundreddaysofuse,resultinginmaybesevendollarspersheep.Thisledto
thenecessityofcountingtheherdwhentheywentupBearCreekandwhentheyreturnedbecausesomehaddied
andsomewerekilledbycougars,bears,orcoyotes.
JustwatchingSilverorGuscountthebandwasfascinatinginitself.Ittooksomepractice,buttheyweregoodat

it.Wecollectedthebandatsome“chokepoint,”usuallyabridgewherethesheepwouldbestrungoutwhenpassing
themandoingthecounting.IwatchedTonycutafreshgreenwillowstickabouttwofeetlong.Guswascountingthe
sheepastheyrushedpasthimonthebridge.Hetoldmethathecountedthembytwo’s.Whenhehitonehundred
hewouldshout,“Hey!”loudlyandTony,whohadbeenstandingwithhispocketknifeinhand,wouldcutasmall
notchinthewillowstick,knowingthatGushadstartedcountingthenexthundred.Whentheyhadallcrossedthe
bridge,theycountedthenotchesinTony’sstickandhadthetotal.
OneSeptemberwehadabandof3,200lambsatthestockyardsatWallowa,nexttotherailroad.Therewasa

largescaletoweighanimalsbeingshipped.Thescaleshadagateateachend.Theanimalswentinoneend,the
gatewasclosedandtheweightread,theotherendgateopened,andthesheepranoutintoholdingpens.Twomen
fromSaltLakeCity,wearingsuitsandgold-rimmedspectacles,negotiatedwiththeBasquestopurchasethelambs.
Gusassuredthemhislambsaveraged88poundseach,butthemenwantedtoweighsometocheck.SoGusandhis
dogspushedagroupofsheepintothescales,readtheweight,andopenedtheotherendgate.Thelambsrushedin
aswiftstreamofanimals,aboutthreesheepwide,pastallofusstandingthereandonintotheholdingpen.Oneof
theSaltLakebuyersthensaid,“Okay,nowlet’scountthem.”Silverjustsaid,“Fifty-seven.”Thenhelookedatme
andwalkedaway.SoIgotGus,weclimbeduponthecorralsideandcountedthemonebyone—allfifty-sevenof
them!Fortherestoftheday,nooneaskedforarecountonthenumberofanimalsinapen.

TobecontinuedintheSummer2017newsletter.
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1890: 620

(Thisfigureisforthe“WallowaPrecinct”becausethe
cityisnotyetincorporated.)

1899:CityofWallowaincorporates.

1900: 243

1908:Firsttrainarrives.

1909:Firstmillopens.

1910: 793

1918:ServicemenreturnfromWorldWarI.

1920: 894

1930: 749

1940: 838

1945:ServicemenreturnfromWorldWarII.

WallowaPopulation1890–2010
(Andsomeeventsthatshapedit.)

1950: 1,055

1960: 989

1962-1963BateMillworkersstrike,millcloses.

1970: 811

1975:RoggeWoodProductsopensWallowamill.

1980: 847

1990: 748

1995:RoggeWoodProductscloses.

1996:WallowaForestProductsopensWallowamill.

2000: 869

2007:WallowaForestProductscloses.

2010: 808


