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WallowaHighSchoolhasarichhistoryofwinningchampionshipsatthestatelevelinseveralsports.Infact,the
schoolistheproudowneroftwentystatechampionships;nineteenofthemareofficialOregonStateAthletic

Associationtitles,andoneisanassumedchampionship,whichmightbethemostspecialofall.

First,weneedabitofhistoryofsportsatWallowaHigh.ThefirstgraduatingclassofWallowaHighin1910,consistied
ofjustonestudent.Thenextyear,1911,therewerethreegraduates.ThisistheyearRoyConklincametoWallowato
bethesuperintendentofDistrict12.Insomeways,Mr.Conklincouldbethecalledthe“Father”ofWallowaHigh
School.Heincreasedtheenrollmentdramaticallyeachyearinhisfirstfewyears.Whenhearrived,onlyacademic
subjectsweretaught.Inthesecondyearofhistenure,hebeganaddingmanualtrainingclasses,musicandathletics.
Beforeheleftin1920,hehaderectedWallowa’sfirstgymnasium.Theconstructionofthisbuildingwashandledbythe
boysofthevocationalclass.(knownasshopclasstoday)In1935hereturnedtoWallowatoagainbesuperintendent,
whichhewasuntilhisdeathin1939.

Wallowahadfootball,basketballforboysandgirls,andtrackandfieldforboysonlyintheearlyyears.

TheOSAA(OregonStateAthleticAssociation)wasnotformeduntilthe1940storegulatethecompetitionofsports
inOregonschools.Afteritsformation,itbegantokeeprecordsofallstatechampionshipsbyOregonschools.Thus,
our19officialsportschampionshipsarerecordedintheirarchives,andcommemoratedwithasigninfrontofthe
currentgymnasium.

Herearethenineteenofficialchampionships:

Trackandfield,girls:2003

Trackandfield,boys:1957,1969,1970,1992,1993,1994,1995,1996

Basketball,boys:1970,1972,1995

Volleyball,girls:1997

Crosscountry,boys:1969,1972

Football,boys:1951,1952,1967,1993

BoystrackandfieldhasthedistinctionofwinningfiveyearsinarowundercoachDaleStory.TheOSAAgives
outgoldandsilvermedalsforthefirstandsecondplacesinstatechampionships.Theseareusuallytinyfootballs,
basketballs,andvolleyballsforthosesports,andmedallionsfortheothersports.Theseareproudpossessionsfor
therecipientsandmanyWallowaathleteshavetheseawardsintheirpossession.

Afterlistingallthesehonorsfortheschool,wemustmentionthat20thchampionship.Justinsidethemaindoorof
thegymnasium,offtotheright,isaglasscase.Insidethiscaseisapictureof17men,16footballplayersandtheir
coach,JamesEamen.TheplayerswereTonyGreer,CliffordJohnson,LeonBaird,GlenPlass,SidJohnson,Daniel
Warnock,JakeSilver,GeorgeCherry,LelandKiddle,JackLloyd,FloydHaneke,SteveBillings,WilliamHenderson,
FlorianPowers,MarlinOliver,andElmoRichman.
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Thereisalsoafootballinthecase.Thisisamemorialtothe1924footballteambecauseinthatyearWallowaassumed
thetitleofstatechampions.Thereisnotrophyinthecaseastherewasnotagoverningbodytoprovideone.

Forthefullstory,weturntothenewspapersofthetime.FromtheDecember5,1924WallowaSunnewspaper:
“TheWallowaFootballteamnowhasaclaimtotheStatechampionshipaccordingtotheOregoniannewspaper.At
anyrate,nootherteaminOregonhasabetterclaimtothattitle.Allthatisneededissomemathematicstomake
thechampionship.WallowabeatLaGrande12to0.LaGrandeandPendletontied0toO.ThatmakesWallowa12
betterthanPendleton.PendletondefeatedTheDalles26to7.Thatisamarginof19.ThismakesWallowa’smargin
overTheDalles31points.”Atthispoint,theWallowateamwasgiventhehonorofEasternOregonchampions.But
thereismoretocome:“TheDalleswonoverAlbany31to0,givingWallowaaleadof62overcomparativescores.
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HillsborodefeatedAlbany12to0whichgivesWallowaamarginof50overtheWesternOregonclaimant.Corvallis
waslastyear’sWesternOregonclaimantbutfailedtowinoverAlbany.”

Wallowawasonlyscoredagainstonetime,butthenewspaperdoesnotsaywhichteammadethisonlygoalofthe
seasonagainstWallowa.ThisistherationalethatmadeWallowathechampion.Thereweresomewhocomplained
thatthemathematicswerenotsoundenoughtodeclareachampion,butWallowaignoredthisandclaimedthe
title—averyproudmomentinourschoolssportshistory.

Thereisoneinterestingfootnotetothisstory.WhenWallowawonthestatefootballchampionshipin1993,coach
TerryCrenshawreportedthataveryoldmancametothelockerroominthePortlandstadiumwherethegamewas
playedtocongratulatetheteam.Noonerememberedhisname,buthestatedhelivedintheareanorthofPortland.
Healsostatedhewasamemberofthe1924championshipfootballteam.ThiscanbenootherthanLelandKiddle,
wholivedintheareaandlivedtobealmost100yearsold.Oneother,orpossiblytwoothers,fromtheteamwere
aliveatthetime,buttheyresidedinEasternOregon.Whatanicegestureofthisgentlemantohonorboththeoldest
championWallowafootballteamandthenewest,theteamof1993.

WallowaElevenBeatsShopTeam
ShopTeamUnabletoScoreonWallowaHuskies

ThegamewiththemachineshopteamwasstagedhereTuesday,andthe[shop]teamwenthomedefeatedbya
scoreof59to0.AlthoughtheWallowateamhadhadonlyonedayofpracticeinaweek,theymadeanexcellent

showing.Wallowareceivedthefirstkickoffandstarteddownthefieldforatouchdown,andaboutthreeminutes
afterthegame[hadstarted]thehighschoolboyshadsevenpointstotheircredit.

TheWallowalineheldexceptionallywell,andonlyafewtimesduringthegamedidLaGrandesucceedinbreaking
throughit.Ontheotherhand,wheneverheWallowabackfieldwascalledthroughtheline,theguardsandtackles
alwaysmadeanopeningforthem.HayesandGoebelhitthelinelikebatteringrams,andsomeoftheshopmen
weregladwhenanendrunoraforwardpasswascalled.

McClaranplayedapoorgame,missingsomeforwardpassesandbeingoffside.

LaGrande’sonlyshowtomakeyardagewasonpassesorpunts,andplayedoffensewithanopenformationnearly
allthetime.PracticallyallthegamewasplayedinLaGrande’sterritory.Theshopteamhadoneortwospeedymen,
butthehighschoolteamdidnotgivethemanopportunitytogetawayandshowtheirracingability.FredRead,a
formerWCHS[WallowaCountyHighSchool]athletewasontheteam.Hedidnotplayuntilthelastquarteron
accountofafracturedrib,receivedinthegamewithPendletonlastSaturday.

Evansmadeagoodshowingathalf,makingseveralgoodrunsandtwotouchdown.Hayes,GoebelandEvensstarred
forWallowa.ThetouchdownsmadewereGoebel2,Evans2,Hayes2,Powers1,Greer1,andJohnson1.

Prof.Bottsdeservesmuchcreditforthethoroughmannerinwhichheascoachedtheteam.

– The Wallowa Sun

September5,1914

A“wallop”isabouttheonlytermthatwilladequatelydescribethereceptionaccordedtheO-Wshopeleven

ontheirvisittothecampoftheWallowaHighSchoolteamforagameTuesday.Theboysbroughthomethe

minusendofa59to0score,andevenatthattheyhadnothingbutgoodwordstohandoutinbehalfoftheir

worthyopponentsupthebranchline.TheWallowalinewassimplyimpenetrable,anditwassimplyimpossible

fortheshopmentointerferewithanykindofaplaytheWallowanswantedtopullonthemuntiltheyardagehad

beenmade.Itwassimplyacaseofbuckinganirresistibleavalancheofhumanityboundonwalkingoneverything

thatcameinitspath.

– La Grande Observer

November4,1914
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Bowman-HicksBuysPalmerLumberCompany

ThePalmerLumberCompany,whichhaslargetimberholdingsinthenorthernpartofUnionandWallowa
counties,hasbeensoldtotheBowman-HicksLumberCompanyofKansasCity.Thenewmanagementtook

overthemillatLaGrandeTuesdayevening,andthemanager,H.N.Ashby,hastakenactivechargeoftheplant.

TimbercruisershavepassedthroughWallowathissummertoestimatethetimberofthe10,000acresheldbythe
PalmerLumberCo.Ithasbeenunderstoodthatthecompanywastobesold,andthataKansasCityfirmhadan
optionontheholdingsthissummer.Thestockofthecompanywasnottakenoverbythenewcompany.ThePalmer
Lumbercompanywillliquidate,andtheclosingoutbusinesstransactionshavebeenstarted.

TheselectionofthissectionasthelocationoftheWesternactivitiesoftheBowman-HicksCompanywasmadeaftera
carefulsurveyofthepossibilitiesinotherpartsofOregonandCalifornia,andthecompanyexpectstostartextensive
operationssoon.Thecompanyhasbeenactiveinthesouthduringthepast,andthechangeoflocationindicatesthe
necessityofcomingtotheNorthwestforthenation’slumberinthefuture.Thecompanyplanstopurchaseadditional
tractswhenpracticable.TheoperationsalongtheGrandeRondewillcontinuewiththesamecrews.Themaincompany
officewillremaininKansasCity,whiletheLaGrandeofficewillmerelytakecareofthelocaltrade.

ThepassingofthePalmerLumberCompanyfollowssoonafterthedeathofitsfounder,GeorgePalmer.Thecompany
wasorganizedin1904,and9,000acreswerepurchasednearPalmerJunction.ThemillatLaGrandewaserected
in1907.thecompanyhashadmuchtodowiththedevelopmentofthisregion,andwiththeadventofthisstrong
Easternfirm,muchadditionaldevelopmentisanticipated.

– The Wallowa Sun

October26,1922


