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Wallowa’s Wrestler
Jim Noregaard (1889-1983)

ByMarkHighberger

Part 1 of 2

Noregaardsetthepace,whichwassofastitsimplyblindedtheCarnivalwrestler…Allthroughthecontest,Noregaardwasthemore
aggressiveandappearedtobethestrongerandmostscientificwrestler.–LaGrandeObserver,September4,1917

A
stheyearsbeganpushingpasttheFirstWorldWarandtowardtheRoaringTwenties,folksinWallowamay
nothavedonemuchroaring—buttheydiddotheirshareofclappingandcheering.

“TheWallowafans,”reporteda1917issueofTheWallowaSun,“wereloudinthecheersandpraisefortheirhome
man,whichwereloudestduringthelastsevenminutesofthebout,whenattimesitwasalmostdeafeningasthey
werecheeringhimontovictory.”

TheoccasionforthecheeringwasaprofessionalwrestlingmatchheldatMcLean’s
TheatreinNovember1917.OnewrestlerwasAdSantel,aone-timeworldlight-heavyweight
champion.Theotherwrestler,the“homeman”beingcheeredsoloudly,wasWallowa’s
ownJimNoregaard.Andonthisnight,hedidnotdisappointthecrowd.
“ThebigwrestlingmatchheldinMcLean’sTheatreonMondayeveningwaswonby

JamesNoregaardofWallowa,”theSunreportedinNovemberofthatyear.“AdSantel,
theundisputed175-poundchampion,failedtothrowNoregaardfourtimesinanhour,
thehandicap.Thematchwascleanandfastthroughout.Noregaardshowedgreatskillin
defensivewrestlingallthetime,breakingthearm-scissorsholdseveraltimes.Theseating
capacityofthetheatrewastaxedwithbothmenandwomen.Fanswerepresentfrom
Joseph,Enterprise,Lostine,Elgin,LaGrande,andCove.”
FullhousesatwrestlingmatcheswerecommoninWallowa,

aswellasinotherfledglingtownsthroughouttheWest.Infact,
fromthepost-waryearsandintotheGreatDepression,wrestlingwasoneofthemost
popularprofessionalsportsinthecountry,followingonlybaseballandboxing.Itwas
alsoamainstayofeveningentertainmentacrosstheregion.
Keepinmind,however,thatthisformofwrestlingwaslegitimate,genuine,notthe

scripted,fixedmatchesforwhichthe“sport”—someprefertocallit“theater”—isknown
today.Wrestlingwouldn’tmakethatsharpturnintoshowbusinessuntilthemid-1920s.
Instead,thiswas,astheSunputit,“oneofthecleansports.”
Itwasalsoademandingonethatpittedtrainedathletesagainsteachother ina

varietyofmakeshiftvenuesacrosssmall-townAmerica.ThroughtheyearsinWallowa,thesevenuesincludedthe
SchifflerBuilding,Morelock’sOperaHouse,theKnightsofPythiashall,theschoolgymnasiumand,especially,
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McLean’sTheatre—successortotheOperaHouseasthetown’s
entertainmentcenter,whereDuncanMcLeanoftenhosted
matchesasthesecondhalfofadouble-featurethatfolloweda
“movingpicture.”Peoplelinedupforthemovieandthewrestling,
withthelargestcrowdscomingtoseeJimNoregaardwrestle.
Bornin1889,JamesLutherNoregaardfoundhiswaytothemat

early.Hewasalreadywrestlingprofessionallyin1911attheageof
either21or22,andin1915oneoftheearliestfeaturenewspaper
articlesabouthimpointedoutthathewasalreadyaseasonedveteran.
“Saturdayeveningafterthemovingpictures,therewillbeawrestlingmatchbetweenChas.ArmonofEnterprise

andJ.L.NoregaardofWallowa,”TheWallowaSunreportedinOctoberof1915.“Bothmenhavehadplentyof
experienceandtrainingonthemat.Nodoubttherewillbeabighousetowitnessthismatch.”
AneveningspentatoneofNoregaard’smatchespromisedhoursofentertainment.Typically,aprofessionalwrestling

matchinvolvedmorethanwrestling.Lotsmore.Besidesthe“pictureshow”thatmightprecedethemainbout,
thereoftencameaseriesof“preliminaries,”notonlyboxingmatchesbetween“youngmenofthevicinity,”butalso
musicalnumbers,otherwrestlingmatches,andeven“mixedboutsbetweenaboxerandawrestler.”Furthermore,
womenwereencouragedtoattendthematches.
“Thepromotersarearrangingtwogoodpreliminariesoflocaltalentandwillalsohavesomemusic,”theSun 

announcedinlate1917.“Ladiesareassuredofcourteoustreatmentandareespeciallyinvited.”
Allthiscamewiththepriceofadmission,whichcouldvaryaccordingtothereputationofthewrestlersandthe

importanceofthematch.
“Owingtotheheavyexpenseofbringinghigh-classwrestlershereandbuildinggood,comfortableseatsso

everyonehasagoodviewofthemat,”onelocalpromoterexplained,“thepriceofringsideseatsinthefirstrowhas
beenslightlyadvanced.”
YetinplacessuchasWallowa,itwasstillaffordable.Forexample,inanagewhentheaveragehourlywageinthe

U.S.was22cents,andwhenaloafofbreadcost7centsandagallonofgas15cents—wageswereoftenlowerand
priceshigherinWallowathanthenationalaverage—thepriceofadmissiontoawrestlingmatchatMcLean’sTheatre
wasadvertisedas“50cents(ladiesandchildren),75cents(balcony),$1.00(generaladmission),$1.50(ringside).”

Noregaard’sperformanceswereworththecost.Inthetime
hehadbeenwrestlingontheprofessionalcircuit,winninghad
becomesomethingofahabit.“Noregaard’sskillasawrestleris
wellknownthroughouttheCoaststates,”theSunnoted,“having
wonsomethinglike40matches.”
Somanymatchesthatin1917attheageof28,Noregaardwas

referredtoas“theundefeatedlight-heavyweightchampionof
Oregon.”LessthanamonthafterdefeatingSantelinNovember’s
handicapmatch—aboutinwhichasupposedly-superiorwrestler
mustdomoretowinthandoeshisopponent,suchaspinor
“throw”hismanmultipletimeswithinatimelimit—Noregaard
defeatedTedThyeofPortland,“claimantoftheprofessional
middleweightwrestlingchampionshipoftheworld.”
Beforehiswrestlingdayswereover,“TerribleTed”wouldwin

bothmiddleweightandlight-heavyweightworldchampionships.
ButonthisDecembernightinLaGrande,hemethismatchin
JimNoregaard.
“TedThyelosttoJimNoregaardatLaGrandebybeinginjured

aftertakingthefirstfallfromNoregaardin30minutesand59
secondsofthefastestmatworkeverseeninthatcity,”theSun 

reportedinDecember1917.“Jimtookthesecondfall,andafter
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fiveminutesrest,themenwentateachotherliketigers,andThyewasthrownintothe
ringsidechairandreceivedadoubledislocationofhisshoulder,renderinghimunableto
continue,andheforfeitedthematch.”
Thefollowingspring,Noregaard,likemanyyoungmenofthetime,foundhimselfonhis

waytowar—butthatdidn’tkeephimfromwrestling.“JimNoregaard,thelocalwrestler
nowinthe20thEngineerCorps,”theSunreportedinMay1918,“wrestledinWashington,
D.C.beforetheregimentsailedforFrance.Jimthrewhismaninthreeminutes.”
OnceinFrance,Noregaard’swinningrecordcontinued.“Hisdivisionboastedofseveral

ofthebestmiddleweightmatartistsoftheUnitedStates,”theSunstated,“whowere
greatlysurprisedwhenthelight-hairedstrangerappearingfromOregonprovedhimself
superiortothemall.”
WhenNoregaardreturnedhomeatage29,hereturnedtofarmingandresumedhiswrestlingcareer.Inlate1919,

forinstance,hewrestledfor“themiddleweightchampionshipofOregon,”goingagainstGusMycolowofColorado.
“ThiswillbeoneofthebestboutseverwitnessedinWallowa,reportedtheSun.‘Thereisa$500purseputupby
thewrestlersandfansforthewinner.”Noregaardwonintwostraightfalls,“thefirstin42minutesandthesecond
in12minutes.”

Part2of“Wallowa’sWrestler”willappearintheSpring2020issueoftheWallowaQuarterly.

*  *  *

Injured Sheepherder

Injured Man Crawled to Camp

Wallowa,Oregon—Withanarm,leg,andfourribsbrokeninamountainsnowslide,LeeEusher,asheepherder,
crawledhalfamiletocamponhisstomach.Thetriptooksixhoursandbothofhishandswerefrozenwhenhe
reachedsafety.

–NewspaperreportfromEuClaire,Wisconsin,June15,1933.

More About Jim Noregaard

J
imNoregaardwasborninCopenhagen,Denmark,andcametoAmericawithhisparentswhenhewas
18monthsold.Eventually,thefamilymadeitswayinacoveredwagontoBakerCity,Oregon.

Inapproximately1909,thefamilymovedtoahomesteadintheGrossmancountrynorthofWallowa,with
Jimandhisbrotherswalking“barefootbehindthewagon,herdingcows.”

HisstartinwrestlingcamefromhiscontactwithMikeHoward,anationalwrestlingchampioninDenmark
whowonfourstraightamateurworldchampionshipsinAmericafrom1908-1911,andwholaterbecamea
Hall-of-FamewrestlingcoachattheUniversityofIowa.

“Hewastheonewhogotmyfatherstartedinwrestling,”saysRayNoregaard,Jim’sson.“Hewasmarried
tomyfather’ssister,andthey’dcometoWallowaoftentovisitfamily.”

OneofJimNoregaard’sadvantagesonthewrestlingmatwashisconditioning,whichheachievedthrough
intensetraining.“Myfatherusedtorun12mileseverymorningontherailroadtrack,”saysRayNoregaard.
“Heransixmilesoutandsixmilesback,andit’snotaneasythingtoevenwalkonarailroadtrack.”

Anotheradvantagewashistoughness.RaytellsofthetimehisfatherwashayingnearPromisewhenhe
caughthishandinahayhookwhileahorsewaspullingthehayintothebarnloft.Jimwaspulledintothe
air,andashestruggledtofreehimselfhetoreoffthefirstjointofthreefingersofhislefthand.“Afterhe
freedhimself,”Rayrecalls,“herodeahorse20milestothedoctorinWallowatogetstitchedup.”
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Wallowa Townsite

ByTheFirstEastermOregonDistrictAgriculturalSociety

FromTheResourcesofEasternOregon(1892)

A 
littlemorethantwoyearsago,atownsite[forWallowa]waslaidoutintheLowerValleybytheIslandCity
Mercantile&MillingCompany,andalreadyalargetradehasbeenbuiltupatthatpoint.Thecompanyhas

erectedalargetwo-storystorebuilding,andcarryacompletestockofgeneralmerchandise,farmimplements,etc.
Otherlinesofbusinessarealsorepresented,andtheplacewilleventuallydevelopintoquiteavillage.
Thelandalongtheriverisallclaimed,andnumeroussettlershavewell-improvedfarms.Thehillsalsohavefurnished

manyhomestodeservingsettlers,butthereyetremainsconsiderablegovernmentlandopentosettlement.
Northoftheopencountryisatractdenselywoodedinsomeplaceswithafinequalityofpine,tamarack,andother

timber.Thisregioniscertainlyveryvaluableforitstimber,anditisonlyaquestionofafewyearsandtheadventof
arailroad—oneassuretocomeastheother—whenthislargeterritory[WallowaValley],40mileswideandabout
70mileslong,willcontributemateriallytoourwealth.
Largegladesormeadowsarenumerousinthissection,fromwhichquantitiesofgoodhaymaybecut.Several

rancheshavebeentaken,butthereisroomforhundredsmore.Waterinplentymaybehadfromspringsorwells.
Game,deer,bear,andelkmaybefoundinabundance.Inshort,webelievethisregionwillformanyyearstocome
beadesirableplaceforhomeseekers.
ThegreatestneedofWallowaCountyisproperfacilitiesfortransportation.ThebuildingoftheElginbranchof

theUnionPacificduringthepresentsummerplacesthefarminglandsoftheLowerValleywithin25milesofrail,
butthelargerportionofthecountyisstillremovedfrom30to60milesfromthegreat“moderncivilizer.”
Thecomingofarailroadhitherwouldbeapayinginvestment,bothforthecompanyandthiscountry.Itwouldensure

acashmarketforallsurplusfarmproductions;itwouldcausethesettlementandimprovementofourvacantlands;it
wouldhaveatendencytobringsufficientcapitaltothecountrytoutilizeourwaterpowers,ourvasttimberbelts,and
othernowlatentresources;itwouldhastenthedevelopmentofourmines;itwouldcauseourmarbleandlimequarries
tobeworked,anditsadventwouldnotdetractmateriallyfromanyindustryoroccupationnowexistinghere.
Wefullybelievethatifthecitizensofthecountywouldtakesomeactiontowardsproperlyrepresentingthecountry

anditsresourcestooutsidecapital,developmentwouldbeverymateriallyhastened,andthewealthofthecountry
couldbedoubledinthenextthreeyears.Thissuggestiondoesnotcomefromanyvisionaryideas,butfromthe
examplesetbyeveryenterprisinglocalityofthisgrowingPacificNorthwest.

*  *  *

City Pharmacy

Building Planned

E.A.SchifflerreturnedhometoPendletonFridayafterarrangingfortheerectionofabuilding[indowntownWallowa]
betweentheHotelMcCraeandtheStockgrowers&FarmersNationalBankbuilding.Itwillbeone-story,reinforced-
concretewithfullbasement,30by70feet.[ThisbecomesCityPharmacy.](TheWallowaSun,June17,1910)

Pharmacy Repaired

ThefrontoftheCityPharmacyhasjustreceivedanewcoatofpaint,theroofhasbeenrepaired,andE.A.Schifflerof
Pendleton,ownerofthebuilding,advisesMessrs.AllenandMcKenzie,proprietorsofthestore,thatassoonasthe
fallrainshavetestedtherepairstotheroof,hewillredecoratetheinterior.(TheWallowaSun,August15,1929)

New Fountain

PeoplewhodroppedintotheCityPharmacythisweekforasodawerepleasedwiththenewfountainthathasbeen
installed.Althoughtheseatingcapacityisnogreaterthantheoldone,thecounterislowerandwiderandmore
attractive.Thecounterwithitshalf-circlemirroredback-barisroomierandmoremodern,andthereismoreroom
fordisplayofboxedcandies.ThejobwasfinishedTuesdaymorning.HilmerJohnsonandVernMasonaretobe
congratulatedonthisfineadditiontotheirbusinessestablishment.(TheWallowaRecord,March24,1949)
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Ask the Wallowa History Center

What’sthestorybehindthebuildingthat’snowFoodCity?

ThebuildingboomstruckWallowaMondaymorning.J.P.Morelock,theOverlandcountydealer,startedwork
onhisnewgarage,machineandrepairshotonthecornerofFirstandStoriestreets…Thebuildingwillbeoneof
thebest-equippedandmostup-to-dategaragesintheNorthwest.(TheWallowaSun,September29,1916)

Throughtheyears,theMorelockBuilding—builtin1916—changedhandsseveraltimes,
thoughitwasalwaysusedasanautodealership,aservicestation,oragarageuntil1959,

whenitbecameagrocerystore—thebelovedDon’sFoodStore.

McDaniel Motor Co. Leaves Wallowa

FromTheWallowaRecord(October2,1958))

McDanielMotorCompanyhassoldandleasedtheirgaragebuildinginWallowa[theMorelockbuilding]and
willcentralizetheirautoserviceandsalesatMcDanielChevroletCompanyinEnterprise.L.E.McDaniel

firstbeganbusinessinWallowainabout1930,whenheoperatedaservicestation.In1933,whenStriteandWade
movedtheirForddealershiptoEnterprise,Mr.McDanielleasedthepresentgaragebuildingfromtheWallowabank.
Hepurchasedthebuildingin1934,andin1945addedonthepresentconcretestructureattherear.In1955Mr.
McDanielpurchasedtheChevroletagencyinEnterprise.Inmakingthedecision,Mr.McDanielsaidthathehad
nodoubtsaboutthefutureofbusinessinWallowa.Butmodernautomobilebusinessconditions,mainlytheneed
forspecialization,pointtowardamoreefficientcentralizedlocation.Thefrontpartofthelargegaragebuildinghas
beensoldtoDonaldR.Conner,whoeventuallyexpectstomovehisgrocerybusinessthere.Thebackpartofthe
buildinghasbeenleasedtoatruckandheavy-equipmentmaintenanceservice.

Don’s Food Store

FromTheWallowaRecord(May21,1959)

Don’sFoodStoremovedovertheweekendtoitsnew,largerquartersintheformerMcDanielMotorCompany
building.Abright,freshexpanseoffloorspacefilledwithdisplayislands,whichareseparatedbywideaisles

andringedonfoursideswithawidevarietyofrefrigerationunits,greetedcustomerswhenthestorere-opened
Wednesdaymorning.Remodelingofthegaragespaceforthegrocerystorebeganabouttwo-and-a-halfmonths
ago.DonConner,proprietor,hasbeenhisowncontractorforthejob.Workingatthejobeachdaywithhim…has
beenDon’sfather,R.J.Conner.Mrs.DonConnerhasworkedsteadilyallspring,bothatthecounterandhelpingat
thebuilding.Agreatdealofhelphascome,too,fromJoeandPhyllisConner.DonConnerfirstenteredthegrocery
businessherein1937whenheandC.L.BalesformedapartnershipafterSafewaycloseditsWallowastore.Through
theyears,hehasbuilthisbusinessandthreeyearsagoboughtouthispartner.Thenewstoreisoneinwhichthe
entirecommunitymaytakepride.Itincorporatesmodernmerchandisingfacilitiesandarrangementsproved
successfulintheNorthwestinrecentyears.Thepastyear,Donhasvisitedandstudiednewgroceryinstallationsin
ordertobuilduptheplanwhichhehasnowputintoeffectatWallowa.Hismanyfriendsandcustomersherejoin
incongratulatinghimonthesplendidachievementwhichhisnewstoredemonstrates.
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TheeditoroftheWallowaQuarterlyisMarkHighberger.Allerrors—factual,historical,technical,andgrammatical—arehisresponsibility.

Newletter Correction

IntheSummer2019issueoftheWallowaQuarterly,thefollowingnoteappearsundertheheading“Building
Improvements,”takenfromtheJuly19,1928issueofTheWallowaSun:

Asoftoday,June2019,thepostofficehalfofthedowntownbrickbuildingisoccupiedbyRon’sPlace,thepowercompanysideby
partoftheHorseshoeBar&Grill.

Thisnoteisincorrect.Rightblock,rightbrick,wrongbuilding.(Darneditor!)Thedowntownbrickbuilding
constructedin1928istodayaneast-sideextensionoftheoldShellMercantilebuilding.


